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   So Summer Is upon on us. I hope you are getting 
some bench time in. I unfortunately am not getting 
much.   I have just about finished up a 1/72 Revell 
P-47D. Just need some clear coat, and gluing on 
the fiddly bits. 

   This month I have written out some notes I have 
put together on model paint types and chemistry. I 
plan to write some future articles on model paints 
and air brushing.  Hope you enjoy it.

   I want to say thanks to all of those who have 
sent me content for the newsletter. Keep it 
coming.  (Next month I will have part two of Myles 
Marcovitch’s “Building an Engine Room”)

Keep Cool and Model On!

Jason
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President's Page

““SSoo  mmaannyy  kkiittss……SSoo  lliittttllee  ttiimmee……””

Dear MMCL Members,

Summer is upon us and “Truckmania” is full swing for the August Smackdown!  Several 
members have started their trucks with some very interesting builds.  The August Smackdown 
will be Thursday, August 21, 2025.  If you haven’t started your truck, you still have plenty of 
time.

This Saturday, June 21, 2025 from 6:30 AM – 10:30 PM will be our 2nd “All Day Build Session.”  
Come and go as you please.  There will be NO fee collected on this day – it’s FREE.  KYANA will 
be in the parking lot in the morning showing off their awesome cars and drinking coffee.  THEY 
WILL NOT BE IN THE WAY OF OUR MODELING SESSION.  They should be done around 12:30-
1:00.  I hope to see a great turnout for the build session again.  Last time we had close to 40 
modelers.  

Our MMCL Invitational flyer is in the latest IPMS Journal (May-June).  It has been absent from the 
journal the last four years for various reasons (all on their part, not ours).  Thanks to Alex, the 
Invitational should be on the IPMS Events page soon.  

Reminders;

    • Donate a kit or two for our monthly raffle at the June meeting.

    • Bring your recent show winners and completed model(s) for Show-N-Tell.

    • Renew your club membership for 2025.

    • Keep working on your Truck for the August Smackdown.  Any kit, any scale, anything goes!  

As always, relieve your stress level and build a model (not a Hobby Boss kit, ask Joe)!

See you at the meeting

Rich
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WWWWIIII  AAiirrccrraafftt  PPrroodduuccttiioonn  
By: Brent Dellacoletta 

    Do you know what World War II military aircraft were produced in the largest numbers?  As a 

modeler of WWII aircraft, I have always been interested in making models of the most significant 

aircraft which usually means the ones produced in the greatest numbers.   My goal was to make a 1/72 

model of every military aircraft that had a minimum production of 1000.  My collection was around 150 

 (9 vacuforms!) although the 1000 unit number (good trivia question ) was closer to 110. I achieved 

this years ago although some (Russian!) aircraft were difficult to obtain and my quality was not nearly 

up to the MMCL standards.  The following list is 25 of the most produced aircraft.  There may be some 

disagreement over the actual numbers produced during or before the war but I checked several 

sources (older) and this is my best list with often approximate production figures.  I did not include 

nonmilitary types  (like the Polikarpov PO-2 which was used by the Russians in minor roles, and for 

nuisance night bombing, for which actual production figures are somewhat sketchy.)   I also included 

variants of types (ie Spitfire and Seafire as one). You may be surprised with the list.  No single U.S. 

type is at the top of the list although the U.S. easily swamped all other nations in total production.  

Contrary to popular belief the Bf 109 is probably not at the top of the list although judging by the 

models available you may not predict the other two.  Unfortunately it was not until the last 30 years or 

so that Russian WWII aircraft models were readily available!   

Here they are:  
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MMooddeell  PPaaiinntt  CChheemmiissttrryy  ffoorr  tthhee  NNeewwbbiieess  
By: Jason Sizemore

   Growing up as a young model maker there really was only two kinds of paints. 
Testors paint in the small glass square bottles, and rattle can spray paint. Paint was 
paint and I did not thin and my brushes where the horrible white Testors  paint 
brushes. When I stopped modeling in high school I always wanted to get an airbrush 
but never did. When I came back to modeling that is the first thing I bought; a crappy 
airbrush from Amazon.  This lead me to learn about all of the new model paints that 
had come out since I had been away from the hobby. I compiled some notes and I want 
to share them with you.

* Caveat: These are my opinions and notes and how I understand model paints. I may   
   be wrong on some things please give me some grace, but I hope you may learn 
    something new as I did.

TThhee  ccoommppoonneennttss  ooff  oouurr  ppaaiinnttss::

• Pigments: Other wise known as the stuff that give our paint a “color”

• Binder: The stuff that holds our paint onto our models

• Vehicle: the “liquidy” part of our paints that evaporates and allows our paint to cure/
    dry, usally the same stuff as our thinner.

• Additives: AKA: stuff to allow the paint to harden, level out, and dry slower (retarder)

NNooww  tthhee  MMaajjoorr  ppaaiinntt  ttyyppeess::

• Water-base Acrylics  (The vehicle is water) (BTW Acrylic does not always mean it is     
   water based look at Tamiya acrylics)

• Non-water base Acrylics (The vehicle is not water, but some kind of alcohol usually) 

• Enamel (The vehicle is an oil base substance like mineral spirits)

• Lacquer: (The vehicle is a solvent like lacquer thinner)



PPaaiinntt  eexxaammpplleess  aanndd  wwhhaatt  II  hhaavvee  hhaadd  ssuucccceessss  tthhiinnnniinngg  tthheemm  wwiitthh::

•  Non-waterbase acrylics; examples: Tamiya Acrylics, Mr Hobby Aqueous, AK 
Real Colors   – I have thinned them with Tamiya X20, Mr. Color Leveling Thinner 
(AKA Unicorn tears). and Tamiya     Lacquer thinner.

• Water-base Acrylics; examples: Vallejo (Air and Model), Ammo Mig, AK 3rd Gen. 
   I think it is usually best to thin these paints with their own brand thinner. More  
   info on this in my next article.

• Enamels; examples: Testors. Humbrol, Revell (Email). I thin these with their  
    own brand thinner or hardware store odorless mineral spirits.

• Lacquer; Mr Color, Tamiya Lacquers, MRP. I have thinned these with Tamiya       
   Lacquer Thinner and Mr Color Leveling Thinner.

PPrrooss  aanndd  CCoonnss  ooff  EEaacchh  PPaaiinntt  TTyyppee::

NNoonn--wwaatteerrbbaassee    aaccrryylliiccss:: Pros: Sprays great, relatively sturdy after drying. Cons: 
Drys too fast sometimes, needs lacquer thinner or alcohol for cleanup. Not great 
brush painting paint. Needs good ventilation when using.

WWaatteerr--bbaassee  aaccrryylliiccss::   Pros: lots of colors, water cleanup, brush great. Cons: have 
to play with them to get them to spray well. Fragile after drying. 

EEnnaammeellss::  PPrrooss:: lots of colors, brush well, Very sturdy when dry. Cons: take longer 
to dry, need mineral spirits for cleanup, need good ventilation when using

LLaaccqquueerr::  Pros: Spray great, very sturdy when dry, drys very fast. Cons: Cannot 
brush paint at all. Needs good ventilation when using. Needs to be cleaned up 
with lacquer thinner.
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MMMMCCLL  MMaayy  22002255  MMoottoorrccyyccllee  SSmmaacckkddoowwnn  WWiinnnneerrss
               
                 Congrats! All entries were fantastic and received votes!

#1:Dave Philley - US WWII Courier #2: Rich Guetig - Workshop Rebuild

#3: Levi McDermott - Apocalyptic Mayhem
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